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PRESS STATEMENT 

Date : 19 August 2026 

 
MPS WELCOMES GOVERNMENT DECISION TO WITHDRAW 

APPEAL ON LIQUID NICOTINE RULING 
 
 
 

 
Kuala Lumpur, 18 August 2026 — The Malaysian Pharmacists Society (MPS) welcomes the 

decision by the Health Minister and the Government of Malaysia to withdraw their appeal against 

the High Court ruling concerning the removal of liquid and gel nicotine used in electronic cigarettes 

and vape products from the Poisons List. 

 

MPS has consistently maintained that nicotine, as a highly addictive substance, requires 

appropriate regulatory control and that decisions affecting its accessibility must be guided by public 

health, scientific evidence and expert consultation. 

 

Hon. Professor Amrahi Buang, President of the Malaysian Pharmacists Society, welcomed the 

Government's decision and said the focus must now shift towards providing regulatory clarity and 

protecting Malaysians, particularly children and young people, from nicotine addiction. 

 

“We welcome the Government's decision to withdraw the appeal. MPS has been consistent on this 

issue from the beginning: nicotine policy must be driven by public health and scientific evidence. 

 

The question now is not what happened in 2023, but what Malaysia does next. We need clarity, 

consistency and a regulatory framework that protects the public while ensuring that those already 

dependent on nicotine have access to evidence-based cessation support.” 

 

MPS had raised concerns over the removal of liquid nicotine from the Poisons List in 2023 and 

subsequently continued advocating for stronger regulation of nicotine and vape products. 
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In July 2025, MPS launched its National Declaration Against Vape and Smoking, reaffirming the 

pharmacy profession's commitment to addressing nicotine addiction and protecting future 

generations. 

 

Following the High Court judgment on 15 May 2026, MPS welcomed the ruling and urged the 

Government not to appeal. When the Government subsequently filed an appeal, MPS reiterated 

its concerns and called for public health considerations to remain paramount. 

 

With the appeal now withdrawn, MPS believes attention must turn towards the practical 

implications of the High Court judgment. 

 

MPS calls on the Ministry of Health to provide clear and timely guidance on the regulatory status, 

sale and supply of liquid and gel nicotine, including how the Poisons Act 1952 and the Control of 

Smoking Products for Public Health Act 2024 [Act 852] will operate together following this 

development. 

 

MPS also calls for continued engagement with the Poisons Board, pharmacists and other health 

care professionals in determining the appropriate regulatory pathway. 

 

At the same time, regulation must be accompanied by greater access to smoking and vape 

cessation services. 

 

Pharmacists, as among the most accessible health care professionals in the country, are well 

positioned to identify nicotine dependence, provide evidence-based interventions and support 

Malaysians who want to quit. 

 

Professor Amrahi added: 

 

“This is an opportunity to move forward. Our goal should not simply be to regulate a product. It 

should be to reduce nicotine addiction. 

 

MPS stands ready to work with the Ministry of Health, the Poisons Board and our health care 

partners to build a coherent nicotine-control and cessation framework that puts the health of 

Malaysians first.” 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Hon. Prof. Amrahi Buang FMPS 

President 

Malaysian Pharmacists Society (MPS) 
 

 



PERSATUAN FARMASI MALAYSIA 
MALAYSIAN PHARMACISTS SOCIETY  

ABOUT US 

 
Founded in 1967, the Malaysian Pharmacists Society (MPS) is the national professional body 

representing pharmacists across all sectors—community, hospital, industry, academia, and 

regulatory. As the official voice of the profession, MPS is dedicated to promoting and safeguarding 

the honour, integrity, and collective interests of pharmacists in Malaysia. 

 
Guided by the motto “Berkhidmat Untuk Kesihatan Rakyat” (“Service Towards a Healthy Society”), 

MPS strives to uphold the highest standards of ethics, professionalism, and competency within the 

pharmacy field. The Society believes that a strong and united profession is essential to improving 

health outcomes nationwide. 

 
The Society’s core objectives include: 

• Promoting and maintaining the honour and interest of the pharmacy profession; 

• Upholding professional standards, ethics, and pharmaceutical education; 

• Supporting digitalisation, innovation, research, and dissemination of knowledge; 

• Advancing public health and health system development; 

• Fostering intra-professional relationships and external collaborations; 

• Representing the profession in policymaking and strategic dialogue; 

• Managing resources responsibly to support its mission. 

 
MPS is entrusted by the Pharmacy Board Malaysia to manage the national Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD) portal for pharmacists in the private sector, operating since 2004. In addition 

to maintaining the CPD platform, MPS organises training, seminars, and certification programmes 

throughout the year to support continuous learning and practice excellence. 

 
The Society maintains a strong presence in public policy through representation on statutory 

bodies such as the Pharmacy Board and Poisons Board, and regularly contributes to consumer 

health discussions with the Ministry of Domestic Trade and relevant NGOs. It also endorses the 

Code of Ethics for Pharmacists and promotes good governance and professional accountability 

through its Chapters and Committees. 

 
Internationally, MPS is affiliated with the Commonwealth Pharmacists Association (CPA), the 

Federation of Asian Pharmaceutical Associations (FAPA), and the International Pharmaceutical 

Federation (FIP). Locally, it is a member of the Malaysian Professional Centre (Balai Ikhtisas 

Malaysia), under the patronage of the Prime Minister. 
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